King Bill Folk Club - Reviews and Articles from our local papers

A NEW folk club at the King William 1V pub in
Ewell High Street got off to a rousing start when over
70 people turned up to hear the first guest, Pete
Twitchett, on Sunday. Twitchett, pictured above with
guitar, comes {rom Surbition and is organiser of the

Croydon Folksong Club. This Sunday, starting at
8 p.m., the guest is Martyn Wyndham-Read, an
Englishman who lived in Australia for several vears
and specialises in Aussie songs. His latest L.P.,
“ Harry the Hawker is Dead,” has just been released.

Figure 1 - Pete Twitchett, Epsom & Ewell Advertiser 20 September 1973
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TAKING A BREATHER
between songs is Martyn
Wyndham-Read, guest at
the second week of the
new folk club which has
opened at the King
William IV pub in Ewell
High Street on Sundays.
Fortified by a few pints,
Wyndham-Read managed
to overcome a sore throat
and provide an
entertaining programme
for the 80 or so people
present—a slight increase
in numbers over the
previous week.

This Sunday the guest
spot will be filled by
Robin Dransfield, who,
after appearing as a duo
for some vears with his
brother, Barry, is now solo.
He plays a combination ol
; traditional and
contemporary material.
The club starts at 8 p.m.

Figure 2 - Martyn Wyndham-Read, Epsom & Ewell Advetiser, 27 September 1973



unacy isn't dead

SUNDAY'S guest at the
King William IV Folk
Club was singer-guitarist
Robin Dransfield, a down-
' to-earth young Yorkshire-
~man who had arrived at
Ewell * straight from the
bad lands of Newcastle.”

A 'most attractive @ enter-
‘tainer, Dransfield sang him-

self “1n with * Faithful
Johnny,” a Scots farewell
SONg “tg. prove  that

lunacy isn't dead.”
His material ranged from

the 17th ~century “ Cold
Blow and” a Rainy Night,”
sung  without accom-

paniment, to one of his own
songs, “It's dark in here,”
aon the subject of blindness,
both optical and more gen-
erdl. | :

A- great deal of the even-
ing's enjovment came from
Dransfield's spoken  potted
introductions’ to -his  music.
And “Adam  and the
Beasts " was  approached
with the storv of how he
himself — a devout church-
avoider — was inveigled
into parading down the aisle
one Christmas morning,
playing and singing * Blow-
ing in the Wind."”

In the second half, he got
us all  joiping - in  widh
“ Scarborough  Fair,”  the
traditional: precursor of the

Simon and Garfunkel ver-
s10n.

For some songs, including
one’ by Annie Briggs,
Dransfield exchanged guitar
for banjo -— the '* trashy
banjo.” as described by a
character in H, G. Wells
“ Kipps."

“ The trashy banjo is a
nice little thing sometimes,”
said Dransfield, with a touch
of the Yorkshires, as he ad-
justed the strings. “It's a
booger to tune, though.”

A great  community sipg-
ing ” success was, rather sur-
prisingly, the old music hall
ditty, " When it’s night time
in Italy, it's Wednesday over
here.” " Well, why not? As
Robin Dransfield told us, "1
learnt it from me mother —
and ‘you ‘can’'t gel , more
traditional than that!"

Entertainment, maostly
traditional, during the rest
of the evening was provided
by a succession of local
talent, which included the
resident trio Dave Frohns-
dorff, John Davis and Chris

Walker.
A.P.W.

I B e S i P

Figure 3 - Robin Dransfield, Epsom & Ewell Advertisr, 4 October 1973




Figure 4 — Thridding, Epsom & Ewell Advertiser, 110ctober 1973




Figure 5 - Old Peculiar, Epsom & Ewell Advertiser,6 December 1973



Figure 6 - Peter Bellamy, Epsom & Ewell Advertiser20 December 1973




Figure 7 - Pete Twitchett, Epsom & Ewell Advertiser 3 January 1974



Figure 8 - Richard Thompson, Linda Peters & Simon hol, Epsom & Ewell Advertiser, 31 January 1974



Figure 9 - General Review, Epsom & Ewell Herald, February 1974



Figure 10 - June Tabor, Epsom & Ewell Advertiser, 4 March 1974



Figure 11 - Richard Digance, Epsom & Ewell Advertisr, 21 March 1974




Figure 12 — Heritage, Epsom & Ewell Advertiser, 2Qune 1974



Figure 13 - Old Peculiar, Epsom & Ewell Advertiser,4 July 1974
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